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A Good Word from the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

Didn’t we have a wonderful weekend for Oktoberfest? The weather
was wonderful (and that can’t be underestimated), but more
importantly it was wonderful for us to be together, work together and
have fun together! The community enjoyed our event and it was
very good for us to be together. We all needed it!

A very special thanks to Dan and Carol Garner for having a vision
for a renewed event and for taking the steps to make that vision a
reality. Thanks as well to their committee leaders. In the name of all
the congregation, | thank you for all your months of planning and
hard work to bring us perhaps the most successful Oktoberfest yet!

At our October Council meeting the council had serious discussion
about our future together. The catalyst for our discussion was the
recent Congregational Meeting. 1 think it was unanimous that the
leadership felt it was being called to take immediate steps to renew
and revitalize Resurrection. Finances are just a part of that renewal.

In a general way, the council understood that they knew we needed
to be renewed, but that they didn’t quite know what to do. Well, in
all honesty, there are no magic pills. We need to take small steps
that can make a real difference.

It had become increasingly clear to me over the past nine months that
I needed to step in and take a more active role in directing the
leadership of the congregation. While | do not see that as my
primary job, (preaching, teaching and administering the sacraments
iS) it is a role that is needed and | am happy to do it. | was waiting
for the time to be right and that time has come. The Council invited
me to do so. | immediately began to be more directive.

I told the Council that the Stewardship and Outreach (Evangelism)
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and the KINGDOM of GOD
Mark 10:25

WORSHIP CALENDAR

Sunday, October 4
18th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 2: 18-24  Hebrews 1: 1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10: 2-16

Sunday, October 11
19th Sunday after Pentecost

Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15 Hebrews 4: 12-16
Mark 10: 17-31

Sunday, October 18
20th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 53: 4-12 Hebrews 5: 1-10
Mark 10: 35-45

Sunday, October 25
Reformation Sunday

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 Romans 3: 19-28
John 8: 31-36
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Committees would begin meeting monthly. 1 will be talking with these committee chairs and will work with them
for effective leadership in these areas. Amy Miller (Evangelism) and Dan Tillman (Stewardship) will be asking
for your participation on their committees. These will be active committees in the congregation. They will do
things and they will need your help. 1 ask that you call them and volunteer to be part of their committees. Your
efforts are necessary for the future health of our church.

After hearing the council’s summarization of the discussions at the recent congregational meeting with regard to
worship practices | willingly embrace your suggestions.

The addition of a contemporary song into our worship is the desire of the majority of our congregation. At the
Council meeting we decided that a contemporary hymn would be added to our service. We will begin that the first
Sunday in October.

We will renew an earlier practice of having Welcome Books in the pews. In these books all will be asked to sign-
in at the beginning of service. This will help us be more attentive to the needs of our members as well as visitors.
We will also move the Peace to the beginning of the service so that we can greet one another as we begin the
service. (This will keep the Peace from becoming “intermission” within the service.)

Our director of Stewardship, Dan Tillman, has already been meeting with me on a very regular basis. During this
autumn season, we will be incorporating a Stewardship Prayer into our service right before the offering is taken.
It is designed to help us connect our offerings with our daily lives and with the gifts God has first given us.

Perhaps some or all of these changes in our worship may not suit your particular preferences. Some of them may
not even suit mine! But, we are the church and the church is a community and there are times in community
when we willingly sacrifice our wants for those of others. If you don’t like a particular song, please sing anyway.
If you don’t like a particular practice, please give it a try. You will mature in your Christian life as you do so.
And — these are really small items in the whole scheme of things. What may not be meaningful for you may be
very meaningful for another. What a life-long church member may not like, an un-churched visitor may really
appreciate. Do so for the sake of one another. And if singing a particular song is destroying your faith, then talk
to me.

Over the next weeks and months all of you will all be asked to take an active role in Resurrection’s renewal and
revitalization. It is unacceptable for any member to excuse themselves because they were not asked. | am asking
all of you NOW — and we count on everyone. (Read | Corinthians 12)

One final reflection. Resurrection is YOUR church. Pastors come and go and
its members stay. | understand this. However, | ask you to appreciate my
position as well. | have cast my lot with you! Next to Nancy, as long as | am
your pastor, you are my life! | think of you and worry about you and pray for
you — and when things are not going well I wake in the middle of the night
thinking of this church. | want with all my heart for this church to succeed and
grow. Not for my sake, but for yours. Even though Resurrection is central to
my life, | cannot make it succeed by myself—nor would | want to do so even

if I could—for that is not what the church is all about. | ask that you please pray
for me. Let us pray for Resurrection.

I am, sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor Ken






