the

Resurrectionist

November 2009

Vol. 24 No. 11

A Good Word from the Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

As the leaves fall and the temperatures begin to descend, our
thoughts turn to the up-coming holiday season. The start of our
holidays is marked by a time of thanksgiving—and rightly so. All
that we have and all that we are come from a good and gracious God.

Over the next couple months we will have numerous opportunities to
give to many worthwhile causes and needs. As we do so, it is good
to understand the spirit in which we give. We give because we have
first received. We give in response to what God has done for us.
Unlike ancient pagan societies, who would give gifts to the gods in
order to garner favors from them, we give because we have already
received so many favors from a good and gracious God.

Together with all humanity, we have received the gifts of family and
friends, gainful employment and opportunities for leisure, play and
celebration. We have received the gifts of music and sport; the gifts
of time and talent and bodily ability. In a word, we have received
the gift of LIFE, yes, the very next breath.

As Christians we have received even more than these. In fact, we
have received more than we could ever ask or imagine. We have a
God who loves us so much that in His Christ He gave His very life
for us in sending us Jesus. As brother and friend, Jesus knows us
intimately. He understands our struggles and our daily needs. He
knows our sin because He took our sin and made it His own. In
taking our sin and crucifying it in His flesh, He is not simply brother
and friend, but He has become our risen Savior and exalted Lord!

Jesus, our Savior and Lord, continues to lavish gifts upon us. He
gives us the gift of one another in the fellowship of the Church. In
the Church, by the power of the Holy Spirit, He makes Himself
present and known to us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion,
in the Word proclaimed, in Holy Baptism and in the words of
absolution spoken for the forgiveness of our sins. What a mighty
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WORSHIP CALENDAR

Sunday, November 1
All Saints Day

Isaiah 25: 6-9 Revelation 21: 1- 6a
John 11: 32-44

Sunday, November 8
23rd Sunday after Pentecost

I Kings 17: 8-16 Hebrews 9: 24-28
Mark 12: 38-44

Sunday, November 15
24th Sunday after Pentecost

Daniel 12: 1-3 Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13: 1-8

Sunday, November 22
Last Sunday after Pentecost
Christ, the King

Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 Revelation 1: 4b-8
John 18: 33-37

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 I Thessalonians 3: 9-13
Luke 21: 25-36
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God we have who would make Himself known in
these everyday signs of grace and mercy!

How can we not be people of thanksgiving? How
can we not come into His courts with songs of
praise? How can we not reach out to share with
those in need what we have first received from our
good and gracious God?

Let us love for God has loved us first.

A Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving!

Pastor Ken

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

The deadline for the December Resurrectionist
will be: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH. Items
for publication can be submitted by email attach-
ment to: elyse@ezl.com (preferred method), or
hard copy turned in to Elyse Tillman.

DISCUSSION on Recent ELCA Decisions
Regarding Same-Sex Relationships

On Wednesday, November 11 at 7:30 p.m. Pas-
tor will host a time of information and discussion
concerning the recent ELCA decisions regarding
same-sex unions and partnered gay and lesbian
pastors in the church.

Pastor will explain the decisions, share the ration-
ale for and against such decisions and facilitate a
time of discussion. The ELCA commits itself to
respect the decisions of local congregations in how
they will implement (or not) these decisions so it is
important for us to have these discussions.

Pastor hopes for a good number of our members to
participate in these discussions as they will impact
how we will move on into the future.

COUNCIL
HIGHLIGHTS

Meeting October 19, 2009

« Financial Secretary reports that while we are
grateful that there have been increases in offer-
ings from about 15 households, we are still about
$1300 under expenses.

e Church Properties reported that the barricades
have been made for the Delmar entrance and will
be put in place beginning November 1st. They
will be pushed aside for Sundays and major
events.

e Oktoberfest Committee reported a net income
of $11,714.50. A check was given to Crisis
Food Center for $ 1,171.45.

e Youth will ring bells at the Godfrey Walgreen’s
on Friday, December 4 from 6-8 p.m.

e A Nominating Committee was established with
Becky Grigsby as Council representative.

e Annual Congregational Meeting was sched-
uled for Sunday, January 17, 2010.

e The Stewardship Committee asked for Council
support to subscribe to a program for on-going,
low-key stewardship education for the congrega-
tion which will consist of a monthly Bible verse,
newsletter article, lay temple talk and Sunday
School opening. Council gave that support.

e Advent Mid-Week services will be services of
Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. Advent Suppers will
precede at 6 p.m.

e Christmas Eve Services will be at 6 p.m. & 11
p.m.

o Pastor spoke about recent decisions of the ELCA
with regard to same-sex relationships. An infor-
mation night will be held on Wednesday,
November 11th at 7:30 p.m. immediately after
the Wednesday Eucharist. All are encouraged to
attend.






