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A Good Word from the Pastor

Dear Friends,

As | write, we are in the midst of the church’s celebration of Easter.
I passed one of our non-liturgical churches in Alton a couple of
weeks ago and on the Monday after Easter their sign read: “Easter is
over, but Christ’s resurrection still brings new life.” Perhaps you
saw the sign as well.

However, contrary to that sign, in the liturgical churches (mostly
Lutheran, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox) we are in the
early weeks of Easter. We celebrate Easter for seven Sundays. It is
a “week” of Sundays! Easter Day is the “day of days” for Christians
that is extended through a week of weeks!

Those of you who have taken part in the Revelation Bible study on
Wednesday evenings know that the number “‘seven’ has particular
meaning in the Bible. Seven is a number of completeness, perfection
and fulfillment. John in the book of Revelation writes to seven
churches. In writing to seven churches, he writes to the whole
church across the known world. Seven is the number of the days of
the week in the creation account in Genesis. The seventh day is a
holy day, a day of rest and worship.

So we celebrate Easter for seven Sundays. The number of Sundays
denotes the fullness of celebration for the church’s highest festival of
the year. Easter is not over for us Lutherans for we celebrate Easter
for seven full weeks! We just cannot contain all our feasting in one
day or even one week, but we need a week of weeks to do it!

During the Sunday liturgy, we begin each service of the Easter
Season with the Thanksgiving for Baptism in place of the Brief
Order for Confession and Forgiveness. We begin worship around
the Baptismal font to remind us that it is because of the Easter
mysteries of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection that we are able
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WORSHIP
CALENDAR

Sunday, May 2

5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60 | Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

Sunday, May 9

6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31 | Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

Sunday, May 16
7th Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:6-14
| Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11
John 17:1-11

Sunday, May 23

Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23

Sunday, May 30
The Holy Trinity

Genesis |:1-2:4a
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28 : 16-20







