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WORSHIP CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, January 3 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

 
Jeremiah 31: 7-14 Ephesians 1: 3-14 

John 1: 1-18 
 

Sunday, January 10 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 
Isaiah 43: 1-7    Acts 8: 14-17 

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 
 

Sunday, January 17 
  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Isaiah 62: 1-5     1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

John 1: 43-51 
 

Sunday, January 24 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 Nehemiah 8: 1-10 

1 Corinthians 12:13-31    Luke  4: 14-21 
 

Sunday, January 31 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 Jeremiah 1: 4-10 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-13    Luke  4: 21-30 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
We often begin the new year with talk of personal improve-
ment and the taking on of long-awaited projects that we have 
put off for too long.  And yet, year after year, the personal 
improvement goals elude us and our list of projects still awaits 
us.  Such is life this side of glory, I suppose.  While many have 
simply given up on New Year’s resolutions, there is much 
good in taking stock of our lives periodically and committing 
ourselves once again to future growth and further improve-
ment.  The beginning of a new year is good time for this. 
 
January 1st on the Church calendar has been marked by 
various feasts throughout the centuries.  January 1st is the 
Eighth Day after our celebration of the birth of Jesus.  
According to Jewish law male babies were circumcised on the 
eighth day and the mothers were purified on that day.   So this 
has been a day to commemorate both the Circumcision of the 
Child Jesus as well as a day in honor of Mary, the mother of 
the Lord. 
 
In the Middle Ages, this day also came to be associated with 
devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus.  The Eighth Day of 
Christmas traditionally had a one-verse Gospel reading for the 
day from Luke 2:21 which reported both the circumcision and 
the giving of the divinely chosen Name, Jesus.  Our Lutheran 
Churches have retained this medieval association of the 
Circumcision and the Name of Jesus because of their biblical 
basis and accordingly our current worship books the Lutheran 
Book of Worship (LBW) and Evangelical Lutheran Worship(ELW)  
title the day, “The Name of Jesus.” 
 

A Good Word from the Pastor 



I go in to all this historic detail because I want to 
offer an over-arching reality in which to consider 
the living of our daily lives throughout the New 
Year.  The clue is found in the church’s 
celebration for January 1st, the Name of Jesus.  
The over-arching reality of our lives is Christ!  
Christ is the center around which all other 
aspects of our lives revolve.   When Christ is not 
the center then all sorts of distortions, sins and 
idolatries creep into our hearts and lives.   
 
The angel said, “You shall call His name Jesus for 
He will save His people from their sins.”  The 
Name of Jesus underscores our need for God to 
come and save us, to free us from our sins, and 
free us for lives of obedience and faith.   As we 
consider our lives in the New Year, let us reflect 
on our need for continual forgiveness as we seek 
to live in the freedom of Christ.  We are freed in 
Christ, not to do as we please, but to live God-
pleasing lives in obedience to His Word and Will.    
 
May God bless you abundantly in this New Year 
2010! 
 
Pastor Ken 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 
The prayers and sympathies of the church are 
extended to Roz Walker upon the death of her 
husband, David Walker on December 28, 2009.   
 
Our sympathies are also extended to their daughter, 
Angie Moan, and grandchildren Walker and Cecilia 
Moan.   
 
David’s funeral service was held at Resurrection on 
Thursday, December 31 at 11 a.m.   
 

May Christ and His resurrection be a source of 
strength and hope to Roz and her family.   

 

 
COUNCIL 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

December 14, 2009 
 
• Dave Schmalbeck, the chair of the Social 

Ministry Committee, reported that 13 
children with 3 gifts per child were served this 
year with our Giving Tree. 

 
• Audrey Rhea, the chair of the Fellowship 

Committee, noted that the Ladies’ Christmas 
luncheon at the home of Becky Grigsby went 
very well with 21 women attending. 

 
• Becky Grigsby, the chair of our Youth 

Committee noted that two of our Youth 
members (Jamie Grigsby and Ty Loveland) 
rang bells for the Salvation Army Christmas 
collection at the upper Alton Walgreens. 

 
• Becky Grigsby, the chair of the Nominating 

Committee, announced a full slate of 
candidates for the various Congregational 
Council vacancies.  The Council thanked them 
for their work. 

 
• The Auditing Committee (established last 

spring) consisting of Dan Garner, Janet 
Broche, and Chuck Halverson has met and 
completed their work and has made 
recommendations to the Church Council.  The 
Council thanks the Committee for their work 
and will be working to act on their 
recommendations. 

 
• The 2010 Budget was presented to the Church 

Council and was unanimously accepted for 
presentation to the congregation at its Annual 
Meeting, Sunday, January 17, 2010. 

 
• The Annual Meeting of our congregation was 

scheduled for Sunday January 17, 2010.  The 
meeting will be at 12 Noon and will be 
preceded by a pot luck luncheon at 11:15 a.m. 




