the

Resurrectionist

April 2010

Vol. 25 No. 4

A Good Word from the Pastor

Dear Friends,
Alleluia! Christ is risen! A blessed Easter to all!

St. Paul tells us plainly, “If Christ is not risen, our faith is in

vain.” (I Corinthians 15:14) It is a sublime truth spoken in absolute
honesty. Christ is risen - and that makes all the difference in the
world. Christ’s resurrection is the bedrock of our faith and makes all
the difference for us who believe, but not for us only. Christ’s
resurrection makes all the difference for all humanity, believers and
unbelievers alike. And not humanity only, but all creation.

But how so?

For us who believe, we have the daily comfort of knowing that what
we see is not all there is. The sufferings and trials of this life will not
only come to an end, but also find meaning in the sufferings and
trials of our Lord who passed this way before us. He was tempted in
every way that we are, yet never sinned. He suffered as we suffer.
Even our greatest enemy, death, tasted His flesh, but because of His
resurrection, we are assured that death is not the final word for us. In
Christ’s resurrection, death dies and life is restored! No matter the
situation; no matter the darkness through which we pass; Christ is
with us seeing us through.

Christ and His resurrection is light in the darkness for all the world.
Even when unbelievers seek the true, the good and the beautiful and
as their hearts long for more than they can see and as they search for
ultimate meaning in their lives they come face to face with Him who
is the fulfillment of humanity’s deepest longings for He is life itself!
They may not yet name Him or claim Him, yet He stands before
them with eternal life as the end of hope and journey’s end.

All creation groans for regeneration and rebirth. The cycles of
nature turn and return time and again from birth to rebirth. Yet
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WORSHIP
CALENDAR

Sunday, April 4
The Resurrection of Our Lord
Acts 10:34-43  Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-1-

Sunday, April 1]
2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 | Peter 1:3-9
John 20: 19-31

Sunday, April 18
3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a,36-41 | Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

Sunday, April 25
4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47 | Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10




unlike the pagan belief in the unending cycles of the natural world, we
believe that all creation spirals out into the new heaven and new earth of
God’s promise at the end of time when all creation will be brought under
Christ’s lordship and He will be all in all.

With St. Paul, I say it again, “If Christ is not risen, our faith is in vain.”
His resurrection changes absolutely everything!

Let us open our hearts to God’s future that has already broken into our
present world in the passion, death and resurrection of Christ. Because
Christ is risen we share His risen, eternal life now - and forever!
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Easter blessings,

Pastor Ken

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
SCHEDULE

April 1, Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm  Eucharist

April 2, Good Friday
7:00 pm  Service of the Word
with Procession of the Cross

April 3, Holy Saturday
8:00 pm  Vigil Eucharist with the Service of Light

April 4, The Resurrection of Our Lord

8:00 am Eucharist

8:45 am Easter Breakfast
9:30 am  Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 am Festival Eucharist

EASTER
BREAKFAST

On Easter Sunday, April 4th,
the men of the congregation
will be preparing a hot breakfast
which will be served at 8:45
a.m. Men, please let Dan
Tillman know if you are will-
ing to work the breakfast.

All are invited to bring breads,
pastries and fruit to complement
the hot breakfast.

Sign-ups are on the bulletin
board in the meeting room.

BENEVOLENCE
ENVELOPES
NOW AVAILABLE

At our 2010 annual meeting we
decided to take Synod Benevo-
lence out of our budget as a line
item and send designated be-
nevolence offerings to the
Synod instead. To help facili-
tate your giving, ELCA/
SYNOD Benevolence enve-
lopes are in the pew rack this
morning. Simply fill in the
amount of your offering in the
box marked “ELCA & Synod”
and put your name on the oppo-
site side of the envelope.

You may also use these enve-
lopes to give to ELCA World
Hunger as well as International
and Domestic Disaster Relief.
For example, if you would like
to give money to those in Chile
or Haiti you would simply mark
“International Disaster Re-
sponse.”



COUNCIL
HIGHLIGHTS

Meeting March 15, 2010

e Alice Barnard noted that discussions regarding
Vacation Bible School were under way and that a
tentative time of late July has been planned once
again this year.

o Becky Grigsby reported that the Junior Youth
group is planning a Cardinal Baseball game Day
onJuly 17", The game is at 3:10 p.m. This activity
will be open to all the members of the congregation.

e The Building Utilization Committee will meet
soon to coordinate the scheduling of outside events
held at the church.

e Rich Kelley will reconvene the Narthex Reno-
vation Committee in April to implement the reno-
vation plans for the narthex. (This committee did
the bulk of their work in 2008.) Monies are now in
the budget and/or have been contributed to this nar-
thex project. The committee will also look into re-
placing the chairs in Young Hall. Becky Crawford
has requested that her mom’s memorials be used to
paint the sanctuary. The committee will be working
on this as well.

o Pastor Tegtmeier presented a contribution enve-
lope specifically for Synod benevolence contribu-
tions. Since we do not include Synod benevolence
as a budget line item any longer, the plan is to place
these in the pews for members’ convenience to con-
tribute at will. Everyone was in agreement.

e The Council established an Ad Hoc committee
to review our current constitution and bylaws. The
committee with consist of Pastor Tegtmeier, Rich
Kelley, Bill Stoutenborough and two more members
yet to be determined. (As of the writing of these
notes the two members are Diane Horning and Dave
Schmalbeck.)

FIRST COMMUNION

Anna Miller, daughter of Amy Miller, will receive
Holy Communion for the first time on Sunday, April
18th at the 10:00 a.m. service. Congratulations and
God'’s blessing, Anna!

TREASURE SALE PLANNED FOR
JUNE 4 &5

It’s that time of year again to clean out our closets,
basements, attics & garages, to bring items to
church for the annual “Treasure Sale.” We are
looking for gently-used and clean clothing, furni-
ture, toys, household items, etc. We will need help
setting up tables after service on May 30th.

We also need help sorting and displaying the week
prior to the sale. You can drop off your items dur-
ing these times.

Your help on the days of the sale is greatly appre-
ciated. Friday, June 4th: 4:00—8:00 pm; Saturday
June 5th: 8:00 am until Noon.

Contact Becky Grigsby at 466-2240 if you have
guestions.

EFFORT CONTINUES FOR
CRISIS FOOD CENTER

Resurrection is collecting specific items needed by
Alton Crisis Food Center. The Social Ministry
Committee encourages our congregation to donate
baby diapers during the month of April this
year. All sizes are needed. Please place them in
the bin labeled Crisis Food Center which is located
in the Narthex. Thanks for keeping Crisis Food
Center supplied in the items they especially need.

Thanks again! — Social Ministry






